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STANDARDS:

SS8H2 Analyze the colonial period of Georgia’s history. 
c. Evaluate the role of diverse groups (Jews, Salzburgers, 
Highland Scots, and Malcontents) in settling Georgia 
during the Trustee Period.  
d. Explain the transition of Georgia into a royal colony 
with regard to land ownership, slavery, alcohol, and 
government.   
e. Give examples of the kinds of goods and services 
produced and traded in colonial Georgia.
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TEACHER INFO: CLOZE Notes

• The next pages are handouts for the 
students to use for note-taking during the 
presentation. (Print front to back to save 
paper and ink.)

• Check the answers as a class after the 
presentation.
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e an
d

 th
e W

est In
d

ies.

©
 B

ra
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Slave
ry

•
G

eo
rgia’s eco

n
o

m
y n

o
w

 relied
 h

eavily o
n

 _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 

.
•

G
eo

rgia’s en
slaved

 A
frican

 p
o

p
u

latio
n

 grew
 d

rastically fro
m

 less th
an

 5
0

0
 in

 1
7

5
0

 to
 

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 

in
 1

7
7

5
.

G
o

ve
rn

m
e

n
t

•
Th

e n
ew

 ro
yal go

vern
m

en
t n

eed
ed

 _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 

, in
clu

d
in

g an
 

atto
rn

ey gen
eral, h

ead
 o

f m
ilitary, an

d
 a ro

yal go
vern

o
r.

•
Th

ere w
as also

 a _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 

th
at w

as m
ad

e u
p

 o
f a co

u
n

cil, co
u

rt o
f 

ap
p

eals, an
d

 tw
o

 rep
resen

tatives fro
m

 each
 co

u
n

ty in
 th

e co
lo

n
y.

G
o

ve
rn

o
rs

•
K

in
g G

eo
rge II ap

p
o

in
ted

 a _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 

to
 o

versee G
eo

rgia’s 
d

evelo
p

m
en

t.
•

Th
e ro

yal go
vern

o
r acted

 as th
e _

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 

in
 th

e co
lo

n
y an

d
 

p
erfo

rm
ed

 ad
m

in
istrative d

u
ties.

•
Th

e ro
yal go

vern
o

r w
ield

ed
 great p

o
w

er, b
u

t also
 w

o
rked

 clo
sely 

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 

. 

Jo
h

n
 R

e
yn

o
ld

s
•

G
eo

rgia’s first go
vern

o
r w

as _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 

, w
h

o
 served

 fro
m

 1
7

5
4

 to
 

1
7

5
6

.
•

H
e w

as a fo
rm

er _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 

.
•

R
eyn

o
ld

s h
ad

 m
an

y co
n

flicts w
ith

 th
e co

lo
n

ial legislatu
re, so

 th
e kin

g 
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 

.

H
e

n
ry Ellis

•
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 

served
 as th

e n
ext go

vern
o

r fro
m

 1
7

5
7

 to
 1

7
6

0
.

•
H

e w
o

rked
 w

ell w
ith

 th
e legislatu

re an
d

 th
e _

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 

.
•

Ellis sh
o

w
ed

 th
e co

lo
n

ists h
o

w
 to

 _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 

, exp
lain

in
g th

e n
eed

 
fo

r a b
u

d
get, taxes, an

d
 m

ilitary d
efen

se.
•

H
e left o

ffice in
 1

7
6

0
 d

u
e to

 _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 

.

Jam
e

s W
righ

t
•

G
eo

rgia’s fin
al ro

yal go
vern

o
r, _

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 

, served
 fro

m
 1

7
6

0
 to

 
1

7
7

6
.

•
H

e w
as a p

o
p

u
lar go

vern
o

r w
h

o
 _

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 

w
ith

 th
e C

reek In
d

ian
s 

th
at o

p
en

ed
 u

p
 m

illio
n

s o
f acres fo

r settlem
en

t.
•

G
eo

rgia p
ro

sp
ered

 an
d

 _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 

th
an

 an
y o

th
er En

glish
 co

lo
n

y 
u

n
d

er W
righ

t’s lead
ersh

ip
.

•
W

righ
t stayed

 lo
yal to

 En
glan

d
 w

h
en

 th
e R

evo
lu

tio
n

ary W
ar b

egan
 an

d
 w

as 
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 

.
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Le
gislatu

re
•

In
 ad

d
itio

n
 to

 a go
vern

o
r, th

e n
ew

 ro
yal go

vern
m

en
t also

 
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 

.
•

Th
e u

p
p

er h
o

u
se o

f th
e _

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 

legislatu
re in

clu
d

ed
 

o
fficials ap

p
o

in
ted

 b
y th

e kin
g.

•
G

eo
rgian

s w
ere allo

w
ed

 to
 elect m

em
b

ers to
 th

e lo
w

er h
o

u
se, w

h
ich

 w
as G

eo
rgia’s 

first o
p

p
o

rtu
n

ity at _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 

.

R
e

strictio
n

s
•

Even
 th

o
u

gh
 co

lo
n

ists n
o

w
 h

ad
 a vo

ice in
 th

e go
vern

m
en

t, th
eir say w

as 
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 

.
•

O
n

ly _
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 w

h
o

 o
w

n
ed

 at least 5
0

 acres o
f lan

d
 w

ere 
allo

w
ed

 to
 vo

te.
•

A
 co

lo
n

ist co
u

ld
 o

n
ly b

e elected
 to

 th
e legislatu

re if h
e o

w
n

ed
 m

o
re th

an
 

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 

.
•

Th
e kin

g (o
r go

vern
o

r) co
u

ld
 _

_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
_
 

p
assed

 b
y th

e 
legislatu

re.

©
 B

ra
in

 W
rin

kles



TR
U

STEE P
ER

IO
D

Tru
ste

e
s

•
Th

e C
h

arter o
f 1

7
3

2
 gave 2

1
 tru

stees th
e righ

t to
 go

vern
 G

eo
rgia u

n
til 1

7
5

3
.

•
Th

ey co
u

ld
 go

vern
 th

e co
lo

n
y fo

r 2
1

 years, after th
at, th

e co
lo

n
y

’s go
vern

m
en

t w
as to

 p
ass to

 
th

e ru
ler o

f En
glan

d
.

•
To

 assu
re th

at th
ey w

o
u

ld
 n

o
t act o

u
t o

f self-in
terest, G

eo
rgia’s ch

arter p
ro

h
ib

ited
 several 

activities.
•

Th
ey co

u
ld

 n
o

t receive a salary, o
w

n
 lan

d
 in

 th
e co

lo
n

y, o
r h

o
ld

 p
u

b
lic o

ffice.
•

D
u

rin
g th

e Tru
stee P

erio
d

, O
gleth

o
rp

e w
as th

e u
n

o
fficial lead

er o
f G

eo
rgia.

•
Th

e tru
stees w

ere n
o

t allo
w

ed
 to

 b
en

efit p
erso

n
ally fro

m
 d

ecisio
n

s th
ey m

ad
e.

R
u

le
s

•
Th

e Tru
stees h

ad
 a p

lan
 fo

r G
eo

rgia th
at in

clu
d

ed
 several strict ru

les fo
r th

e co
lo

n
ists.

•
So

m
e ru

les in
clu

d
e lim

its o
n

 lan
d

 o
w

n
ersh

ip
, n

o
 h

ard
 liq

u
o

r, n
o

 slavery, n
o

 C
ath

o
lics o

r Jew
s, 

an
d

 in
h

eritan
ce law

s th
at p

assed
 d

o
w

n
 fam

ily lan
d

 to
 so

n
s o

n
ly.

•
M

an
y o

f th
ese ru

les an
gered

 G
eo

rgia’s co
lo

n
ists. 

Im
m

igran
ts

•
D

esp
ite th

e strict ru
les, p

eo
p

le fro
m

 all o
ver Eu

ro
p

e h
eard

 ab
o

u
t th

e n
ew

 co
lo

n
y an

d
 b

egan
 

to
 im

m
igrate th

ere. 
•

M
an

y d
iverse gro

u
p

s, in
clu

d
in

g th
e H

igh
lan

d
 Sco

ts, th
e Salzb

u
rgers, an

d
 th

e Jew
s, jo

in
ed

 th
e 

settlem
en

t in
 Savan

n
ah

 an
d

 m
ad

e a sign
ifican

t im
p

act o
n

 th
e G

eo
rgia co

lo
n

y.

Salzb
u

rge
rs

•
Th

e largest eth
n

ic gro
u

p
 d

u
rin

g th
e Tru

stee P
erio

d
 w

ere G
erm

an
 P

ro
testan

ts fro
m

 Salzb
u

rg 
(in

 p
resen

t-d
ay A

u
stria).

•
Th

e Salzb
u

rgers cam
e to

 G
eo

rgia in
 1

7
3

4
 seekin

g religio
u

s freed
o

m
 an

d
 h

o
p

in
g to

 estab
lish

 a 
silk in

d
u

stry in
 th

e co
lo

n
y.

•
Th

e Salzb
u

rgers w
ere given

 lan
d

 2
5

 m
iles n

o
rth

 o
f Savan

n
ah

 th
at th

ey n
am

ed
 Eb

en
ezer (“th

e 
R

o
ck o

f H
elp

”).
•

In
 Eb

en
ezer, th

ey w
o

rked
 h

ard
, b

u
t th

e lan
d

 w
as m

arsh
y w

ith
 p

o
o

r so
il fo

r cro
p

s.
•

Th
ey even

tu
ally asked

 O
gleth

o
rp

e fo
r a b

etter site an
d

 m
o

ved
 to

 a n
ew

 lo
catio

n
 o

n
 th

e 
Savan

n
ah

 R
iver.

•
In

 N
ew

 Eb
en

ezer, th
ey p

lan
ted

 m
u

lb
erry trees an

d
 cu

ltivated
 silk fro

m
 silkw

o
rm

s th
at fed

 o
n

 
th

e leaves.
•

Th
ey w

ere also
 su

ccessfu
l in

 lu
m

b
er p

ro
d

u
ctio

n
, cattle raisin

g, an
d

 agricu
ltu

re.
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H
igh

lan
d

 Sco
ts

•
O

gleth
o

rp
e w

as co
n

cern
ed

 w
ith

 th
e m

ilitary th
reat p

o
sed

 b
y th

e Sp
an

ish
 in

 Flo
rid

a so
 h

e 
recru

ited
 an

o
th

er gro
u

p
 o

f im
m

igran
ts to

 h
elp

 d
efen

d
 th

e co
lo

n
y.

•
In

 Jan
u

ary 1
7

3
6

, 1
7

7
 Sco

ttish
 so

ld
iers kn

o
w

n
 as th

e H
igh

lan
d

 Sco
ts estab

lish
ed

 th
e to

w
n

 o
f 

D
arien

.
•

Th
e H

igh
lan

d
 Sco

ts w
ere fierce figh

ters w
ell-kn

o
w

n
 fo

r b
ravery in

 b
attle.

•
W

h
en

 th
e H

igh
lan

d
 Sco

ts realized
 th

e so
il w

as n
o

t go
o

d
 fo

r cro
p

s, th
ey estab

lish
ed

 su
ccessfu

l 
tim

b
er an

d
 cattle in

d
u

stries.
•

Th
e H

igh
lan

d
 Sco

ts created
 th

e first P
resb

yterian
 C

h
u

rch
 in

 G
eo

rgia.
•

In
 1

7
3

9
, th

ey sign
ed

 th
e first an

ti-slavery p
etitio

n
 in

 th
e So

u
th

.
•

Th
e H

igh
lan

d
 Sco

ts w
ere cru

cial in
 d

efen
d

in
g th

e co
lo

n
y again

st Sp
an

ish
 in

vasio
n

s.

Je
w

s
•

In
 1

7
3

3
, a gro

u
p

 o
f 4

2
 P

o
rtu

gu
ese Jew

s arrived
 in

 Savan
n

ah
’s h

arb
o

r an
d

 asked
 p

erm
issio

n
 to

 
jo

in
 th

e settlem
en

t.
•

Th
e C

h
arter o

f 1
7

3
2

 fo
rb

ad
e Jew

s fro
m

 settlin
g in

 G
eo

rgia, an
d

 O
gleth

o
rp

e w
as u

n
su

re o
f 

w
h

at to
 d

o
.

•
A

t th
e tim

e, th
e co

lo
n

ists faced
 m

an
y illn

esses like scu
rvy, d

ysen
tery, an

d
 fever.

•
N

early o
n

e-fo
u

rth
 o

f th
e co

lo
n

ists h
ad

 d
ied

 fro
m

 illn
ess, in

clu
d

in
g th

e co
lo

n
y

’s o
n

ly d
o

cto
r.

•
W

h
en

 it w
as d

isco
vered

 th
at th

ere w
as a d

o
cto

r am
o

n
g th

e Jew
ish

 im
m

igran
ts, O

gleth
o

rp
e 

agreed
 to

 let th
em

 jo
in

 th
e settlem

en
t.

•
D

o
cto

r Sam
u

el N
u

n
es

h
elp

ed
 cu

re m
an

y o
f th

e co
lo

n
ists’ illn

esses. 
•

W
ith

 h
is h

elp
, th

e m
ed

ical crisis in
 th

e n
ew

 co
lo

n
y p

assed
.

•
D

r. N
u

n
es

b
ecam

e G
eo

rgia’s o
fficial d

o
cto

r an
d

 w
as cred

ited
 w

ith
 h

elp
in

g save th
e co

lo
n

y.

M
alco

n
te

n
ts

•
M

an
y co

lo
n

ists b
ecam

e an
gry as eco

n
o

m
ic h

ard
sh

ip
 m

et th
e co

lo
n

y.
•

Th
ey saw

 th
at th

e co
lo

n
y o

f So
u

th
 C

aro
lin

a, w
h

ich
 allo

w
ed

 sellin
g lan

d
, alco

h
o

l, an
d

 slaves, 
w

as very su
ccessfu

l.
•

Th
ese “m

alco
n

ten
ts” w

ere n
o

t h
ap

p
y an

d
 d

em
an

d
ed

 th
e Tru

stees m
ake so

m
e ch

an
ges.

•
M

an
y o

f th
e m

alco
n

ten
ts h

ad
 p

aid
 th

eir o
w

n
 w

ay to
 co

m
e to

 G
eo

rgia an
d

 w
ere h

o
p

in
g to

 get 
rich

 o
ff th

e lan
d

 u
sin

g slave lab
o

r.
•

Th
ey b

elieved
 th

at th
e Tru

stees’ p
o

licies kep
t th

e co
lo

n
y fro

m
 p

ro
sp

erin
g.

•
Th

e m
alco

n
ten

ts said
 th

at G
eo

rgia w
o

u
ld

 n
ever gro

w
 u

n
less p

eo
p

le w
ere allo

w
ed

 to
 b

u
y an

d
 

sell lan
d

 an
d

 u
se slaves in

 th
eir field

s.
•

O
gleth

o
rp

e h
ad

 little tim
e to

 reso
lve th

e p
ro

b
lem

s b
ecau

se a Sp
an

ish
 in

vasio
n

 w
as im

m
in

en
t.
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Sp
an

ish
 Th

re
at

•
Th

e C
h

arter o
f 1

7
3

2
 req

u
ired

 G
eo

rgia to
 p

ro
tect So

u
th

 C
aro

lin
a fro

m
 th

e Sp
an

ish
 in

 Flo
rid

a.
•

O
gleth

o
rp

e b
egan

 b
u

ild
in

g fo
rts alo

n
g G

eo
rgia’s b

arrier islan
d

s w
ith

 th
e in

ten
tio

n
 o

f 
p

reven
tin

g Sp
an

ish
 attacks fro

m
 reach

in
g Savan

n
ah

.
•

W
h

en
 th

e Sp
an

ish
 b

egan
 an

 in
vasio

n
 o

n
 th

e G
eo

rgia co
lo

n
y, O

gleth
o

rp
e, alo

n
g w

ith
 th

e 
H

igh
lan

d
 Sco

ts an
d

 o
th

er co
lo

n
ists, w

as p
rep

ared
.

•
In

 1
7

4
2

, a Sp
an

ish
 fo

rced
 lan

d
ed

 o
n

 St Sim
o

n
s Islan

d
.

•
O

gleth
o

rp
e’s m

u
ch

 sm
aller fo

rce d
efen

d
ed

 Fo
rt Fred

erica an
d

 d
efeated

 th
e Sp

an
ish

 in
 th

e 
B

attle o
f B

lo
o

d
y M

arsh
.

•
A

fter th
is b

attle, th
e Sp

an
ish

 gave u
p

 all claim
s to

 G
eo

rgia.
•

Th
e Sp

an
ish

 lo
ss m

arked
 th

e b
egin

n
in

g o
f a safe so

u
th

ern
 b

o
rd

er.

Tru
ste

e
 En

d
s

•
In

 th
e en

d
, th

e Tru
stees’ eco

n
o

m
ic an

d
 so

cial p
lan

s fo
r G

eo
rgia p

ro
ved

 u
n

su
ccessfu

l.
•

G
eo

rgia d
id

 ach
ieve its go

al o
f d

efen
d

in
g So

u
th

 C
aro

lin
a fro

m
 th

e Sp
an

ish
; h

o
w

ever, it failed
 

w
ith

 th
e o

th
er asp

ects o
f th

e Tru
stees’ p

lan
 fo

r a m
o

d
el so

ciety.
•

B
y 1

7
5

0
, lan

d
 co

u
ld

 b
e b

o
u

gh
t an

d
 so

ld
, slavery w

as legal, an
d

 liq
u

o
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1.Phones off  and away

2.Take out a pencil and 
yesterday’s notes

3.Sit quietly… remember 
your entry determines 
your dismissal. 



AmeAme

From Trustees to a Royal 
Colony
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• The Charter of 1732 gave 21 trustees the 
right to govern Georgia until 1753.

• They could govern the colony for 21 years, 
after that, the colony’s government was to 
pass to the ruler of England.

• To assure that they would not act out of 
self-interest, Georgia’s charter prohibited 
several activities.
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• They could not receive a salary, own land 
in the colony, or hold public office.

• During the Trustee Period, Oglethorpe was 
the unofficial leader of Georgia.

• The trustees were not allowed to benefit 
personally from decisions they made.
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Seal of the Trustees



• The Trustees had a plan for Georgia that 
included several strict rules for the colonists.

• Some rules include limits on land ownership, 
no hard liquor, no slavery, no Catholics or 
Jews, and inheritance laws that passed down 
family land to sons only.

• Many of these rules angered Georgia’s 
colonists. 
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• Despite the strict rules, people from all over 
Europe heard about the new colony and 
began to immigrate there. 

• Many diverse groups, including the Highland 
Scots, the Salzburgers, and the Jews, joined 
the settlement in Savannah and made a 
significant impact on the Georgia colony.
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• The largest ethnic group during the 
Trustee Period were German Protestants 
from Salzburg (in present-day Austria).

• The Salzburgers came to Georgia in 1734 
seeking religious freedom and hoping to 
establish a silk industry in the colony.
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“The Expulsion of the Salzburgers”



• The Salzburgers were given land 25 miles 
north of Savannah that they named 
Ebenezer (“the Rock of Help”).

• In Ebenezer, they worked hard, but the land 
was marshy with poor soil for crops.

• They eventually asked Oglethorpe for a 
better site and moved to a new location on 
the Savannah River.
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Salzburgers



• In New Ebenezer, they planted mulberry 
trees and cultivated silk from silkworms 
that fed on the leaves.

• They were also successful in lumber 
production, cattle raising, and agriculture.
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Salzburgers & Silkworms



• Oglethorpe was concerned with the 
military threat posed by the Spanish in 
Florida so he recruited another group of 
immigrants to help defend the colony.

• In January 1736, 177 Scottish soldiers 
known as the Highland Scots established 
the town of Darien.

• The Highland Scots were fierce fighters 
well-known for bravery in battle.
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Highland Scots



• When the Highland Scots realized the soil was 
not good for crops, they established successful 
timber and cattle industries.

• The Highland Scots created the first Presbyterian 
Church in Georgia.

• In 1739, they signed the first anti-slavery petition 
in the South.

• The Highland Scots were crucial in defending the 
colony against Spanish invasions.
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Highland Scots’ Settlement in 
Darien



• In 1733, a group of 42 Portuguese Jews 
arrived in Savannah’s harbor and asked 
permission to join the settlement.

• The Charter of 1732 forbade Jews from 
settling in Georgia, and Oglethorpe was 
unsure of what to do.
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• At the time, the colonists faced many illnesses 
like scurvy, dysentery, and fever.

• Nearly one-fourth of the colonists had died 
from illness, including the colony’s only 
doctor.

• When it was discovered that there was a 
doctor among the Jewish immigrants, 
Oglethorpe agreed to let them join the 
settlement.
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• Doctor Samuel Nunes helped cure many of 
the colonists’ illnesses. 

• With his help, the medical crisis in the new 
colony passed.

• Dr. Nunes became Georgia’s official doctor 
and was credited with helping save the 
colony.
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• Many colonists became angry as economic 
hardship met the colony.

• They saw that the colony of South 
Carolina, which allowed selling land, 
alcohol, and slaves, was very successful.

• These “malcontents” were not happy and 
demanded the Trustees make some 
changes.
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• Many of the malcontents had paid their own way to come 
to Georgia and were hoping to get rich off the land using 
slave labor.

• They believed that the Trustees’ policies kept the colony 
from prospering.

• The malcontents said that Georgia would never grow 
unless people were allowed to buy and sell land and use 
slaves in their fields.

• Oglethorpe had little time to resolve the problems 
because a Spanish invasion was imminent.
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• The Charter of 1732 required Georgia to protect 
South Carolina from the Spanish in Florida.

• Oglethorpe began building forts along Georgia’s 
barrier islands with the intention of preventing 
Spanish attacks from reaching Savannah.

• When the Spanish began an invasion on the 
Georgia colony, Oglethorpe, along with the 
Highland Scots and other colonists, was 
prepared.
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Fort Frederica



• In 1742, a Spanish forced landed on St Simons 
Island.

• Oglethorpe’s much smaller force defended Fort 
Frederica and defeated the Spanish in the Battle 
of Bloody Marsh.

• After this battle, the Spanish gave up all claims to 
Georgia.

• The Spanish loss marked the beginning of a safe 
southern border.
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Battle of Bloody 
Marsh



• In the end, the Trustees’ economic and social 
plans for Georgia proved unsuccessful.

• Georgia did achieve its goal of defending South 
Carolina from the Spanish; however, it failed with 
the other aspects of the Trustees’ plan for a 
model society.

• By 1750, land could be bought and sold, slavery 
was legal, and liquor was allowed in the colony.  
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• In 1752, the Charter of 1732 expired and 
the Trustees surrendered control of the 
colony to the King.

• Many rules and regulations changed once 
Georgia became a royal colony.

• Restrictions on land ownership and slavery 
were removed and Georgia began to 
prosper economically.
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• With land restrictions lifted, colonists were able 
to build huge plantations along the river deltas 
where they used slaves to cultivate rice in the 
fertile marshlands.

• The tobacco industry boomed and it became one 
of Georgia’s most valuable cash crops on the 
world market.

• Other successful cash crops included rye, wheat, 
peas, corn, and indigo (blue dye was popular in 
England).
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• The colonists began raising cows, horses, 
mules, and pigs.

• They started cutting down the region’s forests 
for lumber.

• They also traded with the American Indians 
for animal hides.

• Soon, Georgia began exporting these products 
to Europe and the West Indies.
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• Georgia’s economy now relied heavily on 
slave labor.

• Georgia’s enslaved African population grew 
drastically from less than 500 in 1750 to 
18,000 in 1775.
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Slavery in Colonial Georgia



• The new royal government needed new 
government officials, including an attorney 
general, head of military, and a royal 
governor.

• There was also a legislature that was made 
up of a council, court of appeals, and two 
representatives from each county in the 
colony.
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• King George II appointed a royal governor 
to oversee Georgia’s development.

• The royal governor acted as the king’s 
voice in the colony and performed 
administrative duties.

• The royal governor wielded great power, 
but also worked closely with the 
legislature. 
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• Georgia’s first governor was John Reynolds, 
who served from 1754 to 1756.

• He was a former naval officer.

• Reynolds had many conflicts with the 
colonial legislature, so the king revoked his 
position.
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John Reynolds



• Explorer Henry Ellis served as the next governor 
from 1757 to 1760.

• He worked well with the legislature and the 
American Indians.

• Ellis showed the colonists how to govern 
themselves, explaining the need for a budget, 
taxes, and military defense.

• He left office in 1760 due to poor health.
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• Georgia’s final royal governor, James Wright, served 
from 1760 to 1776.

• He was a popular governor who negotiated 
important treaties with the Creek Indians that 
opened up millions of acres for settlement.

• Georgia prospered and grew faster than any other 
English colony under Wright’s leadership.

• Wright stayed loyal to England when the 
Revolutionary War began and was eventually 
arrested.
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James 
Wright



• In addition to a governor, the new royal 
government also included a legislature.

• The upper house of the bicameral legislature 
included officials appointed by the king.

• Georgians were allowed to elect members to 
the lower house, which was Georgia’s first 
opportunity at self-government.
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• Even though colonists now had a voice in the 
government, their say was still limited.

• Only white male citizens who owned at least 50 
acres of land were allowed to vote.

• A colonist could only be elected to the legislature 
if he owned more than 500 acres of land.

• The king (or governor) could veto any law passed 
by the legislature.
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TEACHER INFO: Georgia’s Colonists Chart

• Print off the Georgia’s Colonists graphic organizer for 
each student. 

• Students will complete the graphic organizer after 
discussing the presentation.

• Check answers as a class at the end of the presentation 
to be sure that all charts are completed correctly.
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Historical Background Impact on GA Illustration

Salzburgers

Highland 
Scots

Jews

Malcontent
s

Directions: Complete the chart below after discussing the presentation.
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Historical Background Impact on GA Illustration

Salzburgers

German Protestants from 
Salzburg (Austria); came to 
GA seeking religious freedom 
and hoping to establish a silk 
industry 

Created the town of Ebenezer; planted 
mulberry trees and cultivated silk from 
silkworms; also successful in lumber 
production, cattle raising, and 
agriculture

Will vary

Highland 
Scots

Oglethorpe was worried 
about Spanish threat in FL, 
recruited brave soldiers from 
Scotland; 177 Scottish soldiers 
established the town of 
Darien 

Well-known for bravery in battle—
helped defeat Spanish at Battle of 
Bloody Marsh; established successful 
timber and cattle industries; created 
first Presbyterian Church in GA

Will vary

Jews

42 Portuguese Jews arrived in 
the Savannah harbor; 
Oglethorpe wasn’t sure what 
to do as the Charter of 1732 
forbid Jews from settling

Many colonists were very sick and 1 of 
the Jews was a doctor; Oglethorpe let 
them stay & Dr. Nunes nursed many 
colonists back to health

Will vary

Malcontent
s

Were not happy with Trustees 
rules (slavery, land control, 
liquor); believed the policies 
kept GA from being successful

Saw how prosperous South Carolina 
was because of slavery, and demanded 
changes in GA

Will vary

Directions: Complete the chart below after discussing the presentation.



TEACHER INFO: Cookin’ Up A Colony

• Print off the Cookin’ Up A Colony handouts for each 
student. *Print front-to-back to save paper.

• On the first sheet, the students will summarize what 
each of the three groups contributed to the colony of 
Georgia.

• On the back, the students will write a recipe for the 
colony of Georgia that describes how it was “made”.
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Directions: In the jars below, explain what each group contributed to the colony of Georgia.
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Salzburger
s

Highland
Scots

Jews



Directions: Write a “recipe” for the colony of Georgia. Include several ingredients that were used to form the colony. Also, write out the 
special cooking instructions for bringing the colony together.
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___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Ingredients:
_
_
_
_
_
_

Instructions:



TEACHER INFO: Venn Diagram

• Print off the Venn diagram handout for each student.

• The students will compare and contrast the Trustee 
Period and the Royal Colony period of Georgia’s 
history. They should include at least 3 similarities and 
differences.
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Compare and 
ContrastTrustee Period

© Brain Wrinkles

Royal Colony



TEACHER INFO: Throwback Thursday

• Print off the Throwback Thursday handout for each 
student.

• The students will imagine that they time traveled to 
the 1700s and will draw the last 6 pictures in their 
Instagram feed. (All of the pictures should directly 
relate to important information learned during this 
unit.)

• Next, they will write a caption that explains what’s 
happening in the picture to all of their followers.
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Directions: Imagine that you time traveled to the 1700s. What would the last six pictures in your Instagram feed look like? All of 
the pictures should directly relate to important information that you have learned during this unit. Next, write a caption that 
explains what’s happening in the picture to all of your followers.



TEACHER INFO: Comprehension Check

• Print off the Comprehension Check handout for 
each student.

• Students will complete the assignment after 
discussing the presentation. This can also be 
used as a quiz!
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TEACHER INFO: TICKET OUT THE DOOR

• Print out the exit slip page for each student (two-per-
page).

Have the students write down one thing they would 
change from Georgia’s colonial period history. They should 

explain their answers.

• After class, read over the slips and share some of the 
“fix its” the next day. 
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If you could change one event from Georgia’s colonial 
period, what would it be? Explain your answer.
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Name: Name:

If you could change one event from Georgia’s colonial 
period, what would it be? Explain your answer.



Thank you so much for downloading this file. I sincerely hope you find it helpful 
and that your students learn a lot from it! I look forward to reading your 
feedback in my store.

If you like this file, you might want to check out some of my other products that 
teach social studies topics in creative, engaging, and hands-on ways.
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